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longer might wherewith to back their right, and more
efficient protection was called for. This each found
in his own city. Hundreds and thousands of treaties
and letters of freedom attest to the fact that the towns
recognized their duties towards their citizens and
practised them most strenuously. Sometimes these
were written out in the name of a princeling, whose
signature it was always possibleto buy for hard cash ;
but as time went on the towns gradually took an entirely
independent stand, so that from France to the Russian
districts of Smolensk the whole continent was over-
spread with a network of diplomatic and commercial
contracts eagerly supported and extended by the towns,

The first thing sought for from the territorial lords,
was protection for person and property from the gang
of banditti who dwelt in every castle under the leader-
ship of some titled robber ; then protection against the
cruel rights of wreckage and salvage, which declared
all such goods the property of the territorial lord ;
further, release from imprisonment for debts and
other misdemeanours incurred within the jurisdiction
of the city and to be dealt with by itself alone ;
assistance in obtaining payment of foreign debts ;
freedom from the so-called "judgments of God" in
the form of torture, walking on red-hot irons, Sec. ;
regulation and diminution of local taxes and tolls on
the lading or unlading of vessels, the weighing of
merchandise ; permission to fell wood to repair ships ;
in a word, one and all of the necessary permits to
render more easy and profitable the intercourse be-
tween towns and nations.

In each foreign country the Hanseatics had always